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Presentation of GVR Director Kent J. Blumenthal, CEO 

Pima County Department of Development Services 
Type I Conditional Use Permit Hearing 
201 N. Stone Ave., Tucson, AZ  85701 

 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 @ 10am 

 

Hearing Administrator Portner, Pima County staffers Mr. Hoyos and Mr. Drzazgowski, thank you 

for the opportunity for GVR to apply for a Type I Conditional Use Permit for a 10.8 acre parcel of 

land in Green Valley to be developed as a Pickleball Center & Park and for conducting this 

hearing.  I am Kent J Blumenthal, CEO of Green Valley Recreation, Inc.  I am here today with my 

colleague Architect Kristen DiBone of WSM Architects in Tucson. WSM Architects prepared 

GVR’s 2016 Long-range Strategic Facilities Plan, designed Tucson’s Fire One Station, and is a 

partner in designing Caterpillar’s new $45M Tucson facility. 

1. Green Valley Recreation, Inc. (GVR) - Overview 

o GVR is a 501-c-4 private, nonprofit chartered by Arizona. GVR’s Articles of 

Incorporation states its mission “to address the recreational needs of its members 

which best serve the overall good of the organization through operation and 

maintenance of recreational and social facilities and the sponsorship of cultural 

and civic activities for its members and other persons and groups within the 

community of Green Valley.” 
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o GVR’s 23,645 individual members reside in 13,578 GVR deed-restricted residential 

properties along both East and West sides of an 8.6 mile stretch of I-19 south of 

Sahuarita. GVR members represent approximately 77% of all Green Valley 

residents.  

o GVR offers 13 separate recreation facilities and offers everything from fitness 

centers; swimming pools and spas; athletic facilities; social, craft and sports clubs; 

performing arts; and leisure education classes. 

2. Generally Description of Canoa Property 

o GVR intends to purchase a 10.8 acre parcel of land at 2612 S. Camino de la Canoa 

in Green Valley for a 24-court Pickleball Center. 

o The site is next to an active Union Pacific railway line and power lines, abutting a 

Farmers Water Company water tank. The site is not within an HOA. No homes or 

future residential properties are within close proximity to the site. The nearest 

residential property is over 4-football fields away from the site. 

o The site is located next to two (2) Home Owner Associations located within GVR’s 

Corporate Boundary. This allows all residents of these HOAs membership in GVR 

on a voluntary, opt-in basis. 

o The site will be used without artificial court lighting on a ‘dawn-to-dusk’ basis in 

deference to the Pima County Lighting Ordinance.  
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3. Growth of Pickleball  

o By far, Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the United States. It is played on a 

sport-court surface resembling a small tennis court. It is a quick-paced, intense 

game lasting about 15 minutes each, and is played with a paddle, plastic ball, and 

net separating competitors. 

o Membership in GVR’s Pickleball Club has more than doubled in the past 4-years to 

about 800. Hundreds more play Pickleball independent of Club membership. 

4. History / Background of GVR Pickleball Property Search 

o In 2015, GVR’s Board of Directors adopted a Resolution calling for establishment of 

a 24-court Pickleball Center.  

o Since then, GVR has searched for the perfect spot to locate additional pickleball 

courts to address the increasing demand that pose NO sound or lighting issues. We 

found this spot at the Canoa property. 

5. Principal Functions of Pickleball Center 

The functions of the Pickleball Center are straightforward: 

o Daily use (dawn – dusk). 

o Principal venue for pickleball play at the annual community-wide Southern Arizona 

Senior Games. 

o Hosting intramural and intra-club tournaments. 

o Providing community outreach and instruction, especially targeting local school 

children. 
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6. The Canoa Property is the BEST Site for a Pickleball Center 
 

o Next to an active freight train railway. 

o Next to a water tank. 

o Next to power lines. 

o Not within an HOA. 

o Not within view shed of the Santa Rita Mountains 
 

o Extends the recreation activity corridor from the nearby County Canoa Preserve Park 
and softball fields which is just .8 miles south of the Pickleball Center site.   

 

 Closing Remarks 

o Pima County has received overwhelming support from County Residents for the 

Pickleball Center. 

o The unincorporated Green Valley economy is based on a service industry, catering 

to active adults and retirees. As such, Pickleball is an economic driver. As a 

volunteer Commissioner on the Pima County Small Business Commission, I 

understand just how important this is to the future economic success of Green 

Valley and Pima County. 

o In the BIG PICTURE – the Pickleball Center is good for Green Valley Recreation, Inc., 

and good for Pima County. 

 

I extend a ‘thank you’ to Pima County Development Services Staff for recommending APPROVAL 

of GVR’s Conditional Use Request. We look forward to submitting a formal Development Plan at 

the time of permitting and development. 


